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after some curious and instructive debates, and in spite of the
strenuous opposition of Parsons,

The question which was most debated in the first weeks of
the session, was the revived proposal of Vandeleur to impose a
tax of two shillings in the pound on the estates of absentees.
Camden mentioned in his confidential correspondence, that it
gave him great anxiety, as he found that c there was a general
disposition in favour of it among the servants of the Crown.'
4 It was not/ he said, c the mere drain of rents into Great
Britain which affected their opinions, but the convulsed state of
the lower classes, which they attributed entirely to the want of
influence which arises from resident landlords.3 Vandeleur
urged, in supporting the tax, that the Irish debt would rise in
the course of this year to little less than ten millions; that the
new taxes on salt and leather would press very heavily on the
poor, and that it was unjust that a considerable body of rich
men should, in this time of great national difficulty, contribute
nothing to the country which defended their property. An
Irish landowner who resided in England, paid neither the
English land-tax nor the Irish duties on consumption. Vande-
leur estimated the number of these proprietors at eighty-three,
and he supported his case by citing the.law which prevented
' poor artificers' from leaving their country. The proposal was
defended, among others, by Grattan and Parsons, and opposed
by Castlereagh, who argued against the tax chiefly on the
ground that it tended to separate the two countries. Grattan
ridiculed this plea, and dwelt especially on the danger and the
injustice of exempting a rich class from taxation, when it was
found necessary to impose new and severe taxes on the poor;
but Camden reported to the Government that he spoke feebly,
as if he were half-hearted, and only when the House was ex-
hausted. Forty-nine members supported, and 122 opposed the
tax, and this is said to have been the best division obtained by
the Opposition during the whole session. c You can hardly con-
ceive/ wrote Camden, c how very extensively the deter miration
to impose that tax had spread, and with how much difficulty I
was enabled to withstand the torrent of public opinion/ 1
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